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series of "Old Celebrities meeting their younger selves ", shortly
to be seen at the Leicester Galleries. The legend under the
drawing of me was:
Old A. B.   Everything worked out according to plan.
Young A. B.   My plan.
What a depth and width of criticism of me in this!
Good Friday, April ioth.
On Wednesday John Banymore came to lunch with S. C. and
Dorothy. He was Bohemianly and shabbily dressed. He re-
marked at once on my pictures, was much struck with the
dining-room, picked out the interesting things in it at once, and
when we went upstairs he said it was the most beautiful house
he'd been in in London. He liked the odd little stairway leading
to nothing on the first floor. This I suppose was characteristic
of him. He looked tired and plain, but talked with the full
beauty of his voice, was very masculine and powerful, and
very friendly and responsive. Of course he is used to talking.
He talked admirably, full of ideas which he expresses very
picturesquely. He has read a lot.
What was interesting was the way in which he regarded all
plays from the acting or actor's point of view. This seemed
quite natural and proper. He wants plays in the grand manner
of romance and emotion, I could see what he wanted, and had
a desire to write it. Dorothy mentioned "Don Juan". He
said he was glad that that had been brought up, and that he
would now like to play it. He refused it last year because he
had been playing showy womanising parts too much and wanted
a change into something classical or more austere. He several
times said he was too tired to do anything, but he seemed very
well and strong, apart from that. The next day the Haymarket
Theatre had to be closed, and he was laid aside with a bad throat.
Barrymore said that the German people who wanted him to
go to Berlin told him that his company would not be good
enough for Berlin, .and he would have to change it. He rather
agreed with this verdict on them. Said they were all too gentle-
manly and afraid of being not-gentlemanly. He said that the
U.S.A. was the worst place to live in in the whole world, and
that he liked to play in England better than anywhere. He
inquired whether it would be possible for him to make a living in
England.
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